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ALLBE HAPPY, ALL BE WELL

PM stresses or

gwanised action

to make federalism successful

Proro o

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda” addressing the Inter-Provincial Chief Ministerial meeting ovganised in Pokbara of Kaski disirict nn

Friday.

BY A STAFF REPORTER
Kuehmand, June 38

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda’ has called upon the Chief
Minksters af all seven provinees to take
prompt and organised action for the
implementation of faderalism,

Addressing the  Inter-Provincial
Chief Ministerial meeting in Pokhara
an Friday. the Prime Minister acknowl-
edged the challenges associated with
the transition from a umitary state
=ystem ta a federal government sys-
e while ensuring smooth operations
hased an the principles of cooperatior.
coexlstence, and coordination outlined
inthe tuthon,

The Prime Minister highlighted the
sradual institutionalisation of the fed-
eral demecratic republican system.

attributing if to the active rolos played
hy elected representatives at all levels
of gavernment in fulfifling the aspira-
tions of the paople and effectively wtil-
ising the limited resources for develop-
ment initiatives.

He also mentioned the notable
achievemnents made in the nearly seven

“Suceessfil] elections at all three Jev-
els of government were conducted, all
seven provinces have heen n.uml:d .mé
their capitals have been d

0 163 laws, Ongelng efforts to draft
important laws further strengthen the
system, the Prime Minister said

The Prime Minister highlighted that
the Federation, Provinee, and Local
Level (Coordination and Inter-

political transitbon, no one has the
freedom tn hinder economic and social
devalopment in the name of transition.

He acknowledged the prolonged
period of political uansmcm in Mepal.

ton) Act-2022 i3 being inplemented to
ensure effective coordination ameng
the three levels of government

As per the pravisions of this Act,
coorination stractres have been actl-
vated to facilitate smooth fanctioning
and collaboration, he added.

He nlso ioned that regular dis-

The government has made progress in
organising financial transfers at the
provineial and Tocal levels based an the
recemtiendations of the National Nat-
ural Resources and Finance Cominks
slon,” he salid.

Additionally, B0 laws pertaining to
federalism implementation have been
passed. and amendments were made

cussions and interactions are being
held at the Prime Ministerial level with
the chiel ministers, and a system has
Teen developed for conducting meet-
ings of the National Development Prob-
Tem Selving Committer.

Prime Minister Prachanda empha-
sized that with the nstitutionnlisa-
tion of the system and the end of the

which over the agemda of
the conntry’s economie and soclal
developrnent

“However, with the completion of
elections at all levels. the political tran-
sithon has eome o anend. Thecollective
aim now is to build & better Mepal by
priaritising good governance and devel-
opment. Coordination and cooperation
between the three levels of government
areessential for achieving this peal” he
added,

Thiz goal could not be achieved
without coordination and cooperation
between the three l¢ of govern
ment,

“We must work to accomplish

SEEPAGES

Poor revenue poses challenges to public
fiscal management

BY MODNATH DHAKAL
Kuthmondu, June 30

Although government expenditure has
caught a worse trajectory for the Inat
throw years registoring poor yet iden-
teal achievements, Ineome has been
sevorely disturbed in the curront fiscal
vear. The government could achiove
anly 62 per cent of its income target
by Thursday, June 28, according to the
Finaneial Comptraller General Office
(FCGO). Through the budget of the

current fizcal year 202224, the govern-
ment had announced to raise a total
revenue (including non-tax income)
of Ra 14506 billion but it eould eolleet
only Bs: B06. 7 hillinn

This poor revenue performancehasa
detrimental impact on the overall tud-
wet performance as the public expendi-
ture in the same perled has reached Re
1220 8 billien creating s gop of Rs. 20,1
billien which has pesed o threat to the
povernment 1o manage its operations
for the remaining period of the current
finzal year.

The challange is

likely 1o be

Mutual coneerns be taken
into account for expanding
bilateral ties: DPM Shrestha

RSE
Chengdu (China), durie 30

Trepnty Prime Minister and Minister
for Home Affairs Narayankaji Shres-
tha azserted that the special attention
zhould be paid to matters of bilateral
interest so as to further strengthen
Hepal-China relations, DEM Shrestha,
who is currently in Chengdu in China
wnnder his five-day official visil. said so
delivering his remarks in a programme
arganized by Sichunn University today.

Stressing on ¢ Cs namely critical
thinking, ereativity, credible policies
and actions, commitment and collab-
orative approaches ameng others to
make Mepal-China relations further
deeper i the years to come, '\hwgﬂ\a
viewed that Nepal-China

P RSS
Deputy Prime Mimster and Minister
Affairs

for Home ji Shres-
l.ha pmsmtmga souvenir to Gan Lm.

aggravated further with the clearance
of the dues to the contractors involved
in the public construction and dewel-
opment works. According to the Fed-
eration of Contractors’ Association of
Mepal (FCAN). the government has a
liahility of shoot Rs 50 hillion to the
cOmractors,

FCAN's President Rabl Singh sald
that only Re 20 hilllan has heen pald
to the contractors in the past conple
of months. According to him, the gow-
ernment agencies have cited the lack of
funds as the main obetruction to clear-
ing the contractor's hills

Rise of voluntary childlessness po

Poor fiscal management
The FOGO statistics showed that
has

‘Govt doesn’t look profile

while taking

steps

against corruption’

BY A STAFF REPORTER
Knihmandu, June 30

Minister for Commumication and Tnfor-
mation Technology Rekha Sharma has
said that the government will not ook
ke the profile, positien, deskenation
and gender of any person while trying
to maintain geod governance by con-
trolling corruption,

Mlimster Sharma, who is also the
government spokesperson, made this
remark while speaking at a press con-
ference organized to male the Cabinet
decisions public at the ministry on
Friday.

“The government is fully commit-
tod to quality service delivery and
maintaining the rule of law,” Minister
Sharma said.

The pgovernment has proceeded
acenrding to the law to contrel corrup-
thon and the investigation agentles are
also deing thelr job according to the
Taw. Minister Shar mo added

Inanother cantext, Minister Sharma
eaid that the federal governmant was
epordinating with the provinecial gov-
ernment to normalise the situation
in Koshi Provino: after some ethoie
groups took to the street protesting
agabnst the naming of the provine.

Although every citizon has the
right to hold miblles and protest,
Minister Sharma urged the protest-
ing groups to make their movemnent
civilised and peaceful .

The right to name the province
solely lies with the authority of the
concerned yrovinee, the federal gov-
ernment wonld 1ike to urge the protest-
Ing grougs to start lobibying the provin-
clal government and sit for a dalogue
o reach a consensis on the issue Min
ister Sharma said.

Various Cabinet decisions
Meanwhile, the Cabinet meeting
held on June 27 decided 1o form a del-
egation team led by Viee-Chalvman of
the Natlonal Planning Commission Dr,
Min Bahadur Shrestha to take part in
the High-level Political Forum on Sus-
tainable Development to be held by the
Econemic and Svcial Council of the
Tnited Nations in New York, TSA.

€©) chBINET DECISIONS

Likewise, the Cabinet endorsed the
visit of Vice-Chairman of the National
Planning Commizsion Dr. Shreastha
to take part in the Forum on Global
Action for Shared Development to be
held in Beijing firom July 8 4o 10,

Similarly, the Cabinet meeting
allowed the Minister for Energy, Warter
Resauree and 1reigation to take part in
the Sth Reglonal Committes meeting of
the International Salar Alliance (1841
o be held in Abu Dhabi of the United
Arah Emirates from July 24 tn 26,

Similarly, the government has
given approval in principle to the
Ministry of Physical Infrastructore
and Transpert to draft o new law
aceording to the bill prepared for
new Public Roads by amending the
h- *winus Publie Roads Act-1973. The
et has also endoreed Motor
\ehlch.a and Transport Management
Regulation 1987 (8th Amendment)
after its endorsement from the Bill
Commirtes of the Cabinet.

Furelgn Minister to visit Baku

Meanwhile, the governmem has
approved the visit of Minlster for For-
elgn Affairs NP Sand to Baku, Azer-
Taifan, to participate in the ministe
rial level meeting of the Mon-Aligned
Movement {(NAM), a forumof 120 coun-
tries that are not formally alizned with
or against any major power block, to be
held from July & to 6.

Further, the Cabinet meeting
endotzed the visit of Minister for Fed-
eral Affalrs and General Administra-
thon Amanlal Medi to Bisan of South
Korea to take part in the Global Sae-
maul Undong Ministerial Meeting to be
held there from July 5te 7.

Koshi CM Hikmat Karki
loses trust motion

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT
Birainagar, June 30

The PA hes 93 members, of whom

revenLE d the
poarest this year compared to the past
ferar yrears. Thiz is worse even compared
with the F'Y 2020/21, and FY 202192, the
yoars when the bugine s and sconomic
activities were severely disturbed by
thi Coronaylrus pandemie

In the last FY 2021/22. the gnvern-
ment eollected Re. 10956 bil lion in-rev-
enue by the end of the sacond week of
the Inst month of the fiscal which was
2267 par pent of the total annual tarpget
of Ra. 1240.5 hillion. SEEPAGES

challenge in Switzerland

BY MANJIMA DHARAL
Bern (Switzerlend), June 30

In Nepall soclety, there ks a general
assumption that couples must Tave
children after marriage. Tue to soci-
etal pressure couples seek different
medical treatments if they are unable
to conceive naturally. Baing childless

|! r].ur ope lﬁogsni want chﬂ

in a refationship with her partner for a
decade. Caline made the dedsion not o
hiwe children when she was Juse 12 years
ol due tor the fear of the phvsical changes
pregnancy brings. Celine and her part-
ner Tave firmly decided to prioritse Tiv-
ing a fulfilling life rather than being con-

sumed by family responsibilities.
Similarly, a3-year-old Jessica
Thomet, who married a divorced man
six years ago, has chosen not to have
children as her hosband already has
two from his previous marriage, fes-
sica considers her pet dog as her child
ami believes ﬂut concerns about the
ion should not he

MY
sparking discussions about deme-
wraphic challenges.
The ﬁesue among young people 1n

v of O
[’srlv of China, Sichwan University
Committes at Siclman

nd to remain childless (or
childfree as sume would call it) has

Zrown g dehates

Chengdo of China on Friday.

demanded more vibrant, result-ori
ented and pragmatic cooperation to
further vitallze the synengy between
the twn countries.

DPM Shrestha, wha arrived in
Chengdu on last Wednesday lesding
SEEPAGES

ahout the pmmm:ll cnnsaqum\..es af
this decision. Scme Swiss women are
aven expressing their intentions to ba
child-free as early as their teens.

One such woman [s Celine Rohrer. o
27-year-old Swise cittzen who has been

a yrxuutv ;q\m the global izsue of
overpopulation,

Elise Dottrens, o journalist in Swit-
sedand, has also decided fo remain
childless due to concerns that becom-
ing a mather would hinder her profes-
sional career.

Mlany Swiss Woimen ave how nnome-
g their decision tobechild-free. Aomud

The CPN (UML)led povernment of
Koghi Provinee eoliapaad after 174 days
on Friday after Chief Minister Hikmat
Kumar Karki falled to win o vote of
confidence (n the Provinetal Assembly
(PA)

Chial Minister Karkl noeded at least
47 votes in the PA to stay in office. How-
ever, only 46 assembly members voted
in favour of his confidence motion, 43
voted against it

Embracing Choice: Celine Rohrer
{27) om the right and Jessica Thom.
et {33) with her pot dog on the laft.
proudly ce'l.ehr:ne their decizion of

g tothe 2018 Families and ©
Survey by the Foderal Statistieal Office
of Switzarland, 24.8 per cent of men and

during a
camdid interview,

di Party-Mepal
[JSP-N), Marayan Burja Magar of CPN
(Manist Centre) and Mamata Tamang of
the Mepali Congress.

With this loss of confidence, Karki
has been relieved of his post. The
ouesting of Karld has collapsed the last
UML-hoaded provincial government of
tha ot

Karki was forced to ssek s confi-
dence vote after his eoalition partner
JSP-N withdrew it suppart for his
government. SEEPAGEG

a demographic

0.7 per cent of women hetween the ages
of 50 and a0 have neither hidlogical nor
adopted children. Another survey oon-
ducted by me office in 2018 revealed
thiat & per cent of men and 8.7 per cent of
womert aged 2029 do not want children.
along with 174 per cent of men and 26.4
per cent of women aged #0132, and 685
per cent of men end 885 per cent of
women aged 040

The latest dota on the fertility rate
indicates that Swiss women are more
Tikely to choose voluntary childlessness
compared to foreign-born women resid-
ing in Switeerfand. The 2021 survey by
the Fe istical Office shows that
the overall fertility rate in Switzerland
is 1,52, For Swiss women, it is only 143,
whereas forelm-born women in Swit-
zerland have a fertility rate of 1,78,

Stakeholders have imtiated discus-
zions en the implications of this trend
in thefuture

However, Caline and Jessica find
solace in their decision to vemain child-
loaz as they helieve that Switzerland’s
soelal seeurity system provides ample

SEEPAGES
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‘BALANCED AND
OBJECTIVE NEWS
SHOULD BE
PRIORITISED

BY BLAYA KLIMAR SAH
IWaelkabar; dune i

Tharat Prasad Sah. former Minister for
Home Affairs and Communications of
the Madhes Provincs Government and
Member of the Provincial Assemblyhas
said that journalists should offer bal-
anced and ohjective news.

spealdng at the closing programme of
the: twoeday orientation for Gorkhapatra
Jonrnalists in Madhes Provines, organe
isedd by the Mass Media Authorkty of
Mallhes: Provines and coordinated by the
v jpatra Comporation af Lalgadh in

hton Friday, Suh hishlighted £

ole pliayed by Gorkh in
the glarioushistory of Mepal and urged its
Journalists to give continity bo fhiat,
Former Minister Sah expressed
congerns over the current focus on
negativeaspects, with less attention to
the positive works carried out by the
federal government, provincial gov-
ernment, and local government, He
wrged journakists to fulfil their rele in
addressing this imbalance.

SHOW CAUSE
NOTICE ON
LALITA NIWAS
LAND SCAM

BY A STAFF REPORTER
Kothmandie, June 30

'-ﬁf’.‘-;\_

Pugre: RSS

RISKY JOURNEY: People crossing a bamboo made temporary bridge over Hewa Khola River in Panchathar as the conerete bridge over the river was swept
away by the swallen river doe to monsoon rains.

NC ensures participation of Aadiwasi
Janajatis in all state organs: Deuba

The Supreme Cotrt has lesued a
show cause rothce in the pame of the
government i the writ petition filed
Tty those arrested in the Lalita Niwas
land case.

A single bench of Justice Dr
Humar Chudal issued the notice. The
Supreme Court has given this order in
the writ of habeas corpus filed by the
three out of four persons arvested in
theTand scam case,

The S hias also ordered government
tosubimit the reasons along with proofs
and documents within 2¢ hours through
the Office of Attorney General.

BY A STAFF REPORTER
Kathmandu. June 30

Mepali Congress President Sher Baha-
dur Deuba has said that his party will
enpage in assuring the participation of
Aadiwasi Janajatis in each and every
organaf the state.

Speaking at Nepal Democratie Aad-
iwash-Janajat] Federation’s iraining
programme that kicked off on Friday
at the party’s central office, Sanepa,
Lalitpur. he sxid the party has strongly
raised the issues of inclusiveness far a
lomg.

He also maugurated the training
programme.

Denba said hig party was serlously
taking the participation of Jamajatis in
vach and every state organ

He said that the country would he
benefited and tourism would expand
from the preservation of the languagss
and cultures of Aadhiwasi Janajatis.

N vire-president and Minister for
Law, dustice and Parllamentary Affalrs
Dhan Raj Guring said that the govern-
ment would not hack from its mission
of freeing the country from corription
and wonld continue opening one cor-
ruption file after another.

He said the anti-corruption move

would not weaken the government
even thongh some persons were spread-
ing rumours that the antl-corruption
acts would lead o the collapse of the
gavernment

N leader Bhismaraj Angdambe sug-
gested that one of the vice presidents
should have manaped the party instead
of hath becoming ministers.

He said it seemed that staffers were
rurning the party’s Central Working
Commilttee. Meanwhile, NC leader
Arjun Narasingh KC sald that the NC
should merve forward correcting itsell

He urged journalisis to write against
wrongdoing in the party that would
help correct the party itself

Speaking at the office assuming pro-
gramme of the newly elected commit-
tee of the Nepal Press Union, Valley
and Corporate Provines Commbtten an
Friday, KT sald the NC sheuld correct
itz working style and thought

NC Central Working Committes
member Ajay Babm Siwskoti said the
party was not holding its CWC mesting
for Tong although the party statute has
grovisioned that the meeting should be
convened every two months

Tt s serit @ had message to people.”
Tee sall. CWE member Prakash Snehl
salll that he was worried whether his
four-year tenure woukd conclude with-
out attending 5 CWC meeting.

PM VISITS
BIRTHPLACE IN
ANNAPURNA OF
KASKI DISTRICT

ASS
sk, v 0

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ on Friday visited Lewadein
Kaskiwhere be was born on December
11, 1854. The Prime Minister who landed
in Pokhara in the moming o attend the
Inter Provinee Meeting. 3080 BS and a
meeting of the National Coordination
Comneil, minaged time to reach Lewade
first thme since assuming the office thivd
time Jast Deceniber

According to Annapurna
Rural Municipality-2 Chair
Fitambar Bhandari, during
the interaction with locals,
the head of the government
enquired about the
development of Mahendra
Basic School from where
Dahal completed his primary
education and the overall
development of the village.

During the vistt, the Prime MJnlster
e about the d

of Lewade and adjotning areas.

Aceording to Annapurna Rural
Municlpalty-2 Chalr Pliambar Bhan-
dari, during the interaction with
locals, the hesd of the government
enquired about the development of
Mahendra Basic School from where
Dahal completed his primary edica-
thon and the ovarall development of
the village. He said, locals were elated
10 see-the Prime Minister together
with them, The Interaction with him
centered on the education, health and
roadway development of the village.

On the occasion, the Prime Minis-
ter was also acguisitive of the overall
situation of the village, crops farm-
ing and the weather The ward chair
urged the Prime Minister for assisting
Iy mpgrading the roadway connecting
Kagdanda to Pokhara via Pame. The
Prime Minister also interacted with
the peaple of Hemja concentrating an
the needs of locals.

Rise of voluntary childlessness poses...

support for ofder individuals. with
confidence in the country's well-estal
lished benefits, they feel assured that
paying toxes now will ensure & secure
future in their old age.

Jessica Wlamed the government for
promoting childbirth to increase future
tax revenue. [n response, a spoliespersan
for the Federa] Social Insurance Office
stated via email that while the birth rate
does play & role in pension finanees, it
is not the sole determining factor due
to dynamic changes coused by migra-
tion movernents that impact cohart size
teyond fertility and martality rates,

Dr. Valerie-Anne Ryser, a senior
researcher ot the Swiss Centre far
Expertise in Social Sciences (FORS),
explained that women often chose tobe
childlass due to strained relationships
with their parinera. a degire to paraue
ereative and personal endeavonurs, and
even o sense of digil with

In Swiss society has led some couples 1o
remaln chifdless While the overall rate
women sing net to have children
is 20 per cent. it rises to 30 per cent among
highly educated women, The researcher
em;zhasmes Iimx he \unous Teasons for
not
Togical perceptions specific bo Swiss soci:
ety. Additionally, Switzerkand's traditional
family mode], whete women often work
part-time and shoulder most of e child-
care responaibilities, differs from other
European countries and con discourage
women from starting familes,

Dir. Valerie-Anne suggests that the
Bwiss government should introduce
schemes like parental leave if they
gonuinely aim to address the demo-
graphic challenges posed hy woluntary
childlessness.

Meanwhile, the povernment eneour-
apes reapect for individual choicas

1y pl d refralng

soclety Conevrns uhaut climate change
and eeologheal anxbety, sech as witer
seareity for future generations, also
contributeto the decision.
The strong perception of the over
i hility of

r
from passing judgment on this matter.

So, finding 4 balanes between socie-
tal expectations and individual auton-
omy remains a complex issue in the
context of evolving social dynamics
and changing demographics.

PM stresses prompt, organised...

these tasie by maximlsing avallable

resoirees,” he said
He also expressed fho goveriment’s
commitrment to reviewing the wirk datail
report throwgh its policy and programmes
for ﬂvemfmcalynal mm'pomngrecf
and pro-

winrial and Incal poveriments.

The Prime Minister emphasised
thit once work details had been clari-
fied, the organisational structure and
institutional arrangements would he
adjusted accordingly, eliminating any
duplicaticn of tasks.

He also highlighted the govern-
ment's priority in developing crucial
lmws, including the Federal Civil Act
and the Federal Education Act, to

The Prime Ministor noted positive
Liprovernents In macroeconamic fnd-
cators, Incliding 3 substantial rise in
remittances, increased tourist arriv-
als, a favourable business environ-
ment achieved through reduced bank
interest rates. long-term initiatives to
address mirrofinance and cooperative
lasues, and o qualitative hoost in for-
elgn exchange reserves.

He sald the government's endesy-
ours to combat corription and pro-
mote good governance had sparked a
renewed sense of hope among the gen-
eral public

The Prime Minisier emphasised the
importance of this gathering, the sec-
ouxl of its kmd :mhce ihe Constitution

facilitate the effective imp)

of federalism, He also highlighted sig-

nificant accomplishments made by his

government in the six motiths since its

formaticn in December last year.
"W:ﬂlash’mgwﬂ huuﬁl@ﬁiur&md

the
redeml ﬂu-mmmuc npub]nc and foster-
ing inter-provincial relationships.

The conference concluded in the
evening by isswing a 17-peint Pol
declaration. Addressing the conclud-

proacive hall
‘be transformed inte ano'pport\uniy for
pmgressmdsucl;ess " he claimed.
“The duration of six menths is insuf-
ficient for a comprehensive evahation
of the government’s performance.
However, significant strides have hoen
made in promoting social justice, fos-
tering good gevernanee, and am;mnlm
prosperity within the period,” he said.

ing the PM said the federal
povernment would seriously dis-
cuss the commen conclusions of the
conference.

Healso admitted the delay in fornme-
lating the required lows for the ffec-
tiveimplementation of federalizm,

The Declavation has stressed the
need for addressing the policy, legal
and practicallssues

Poor revenue poses challenges to...

Likewlse, In 2020021, the collections
were 82.43 per cent - Rs, 864.1 billion
of the annual estimote of Rs. 10722
‘billion.

Senzing the inability to meet the
annual revenue target, the government
had revized the revemue estimates by
1129 per cent of the total target of Ra_
14021 billion to Bs 10447 billion this
year. Economists and finaneisl Experts

pandemie, the government imposed a
moratorium on the mport of Tuxury
wvehicles, liguors and other items
imposed a provisien of meintaining
cash margin while opening letters of
credit for dozens of items,

Likewise, tight monetary policy and
the towgh stanee of the povernment on
teal eatate caused a debacle in multiple
areas. Meanwhile, the Russian i mvaslr.m

said that the poor revenne mobili

was the result of poor fiscal manage-
ment and autherities' faiture to gaugs
the impact of internal and external
fuctors,

Former member of the Mational
Planning Commission, Dr, Difli Raj
Khanal, who alsa led Public Expendi-
ture Review Commission, said that the
worse scemario in the revenue sector
was the result of multiple factors like
import restrictions, tight monetary
potiey, high Inflation and shrinkage in
Industrial production

Owing to the deglating forelgn cur-
rency resarves during the economic
boom in the recovery pericd afier the

tional supply chains affected by (‘CN‘JD—
14 and sent the price of goodsup.

Similarly, hgh inflation decreased
the demand and industrial produc-
tion reached a record law with large
imdustries aperating at 340 per cent of
their capacity. "In addition to thess, the
btack economy flourished diving the
difficult period this year. The perpatra-
tore of the hlack economy are trying to
influenca the goeerriment to wash their
wealth,” sald Dr: Khanal

Ho malntained that the government
announead an unnecessarily lurge
bud got and revernue target for this year,

Capital expenses remain low

Mutual concerns be taken into account...

a seven-member delegation, further
opined. “Nepal-China relations are
enriched with a plethora of Instances
of historical and civilizational Hnks as
well as the foresight and vistons of our
leadiars, Yot much k2 o be done.”

He argued, "To elevate our relations
to a new stage, we can lay due empha
515 on comprehensive development
partnership, connectivity, commerce
and investment, cultural exchange,
cultural exchanges and collaboration
In community level and other bilai-
eril lssues among others for shared
prosperity”

Despite attaching high prierity and

hasis on economic devels he
said. Nepal had been facing difficulties
in paverty alleviation and economic
development due to lack of enough
resourees and quality infrastructures.

He, thus. sought China’s more
support in the areas of agriculture,
indusiries, and physical infrastrue-
tures a:nmn, others,

Stating that Nepal had a huge poten-
tial for hvdrupower. DPM Shrestha
mdmalcd towards possibility of Mepal
exporting hydropower energy te China.
"For this, China can make i

shared cultures and ethos of life. Thus
e snggested that in order to reviveand
wive further lmpetus to cultural reka-
tioms between the twao countries at peo-
ple-to-people level. two countries could
encowragesach ofhers’ citizens o learn
others' languages, palitical and social
system, lifestyles, cultures and arts
among others.

DPM Shrestha expressed his confi-
dence that religious tourism could he
prometed between the two countries
since the people of both countries had
high regard for Lord Buddha's teaching
and philesophies and Nepal being the
Birthplace of Lord Buddha,

He tecalled how the two countries
maintained trade relations in the his-
toric era by establishing the Consulate
Gieneral of Nepal in Lhasa before Nepal
and China established diplomatic lﬂﬂ
tioms in 1955,

“China is the second-largest trading
partner of Nepal accounting for more
than 14 per cent of its bdal trade, China
has become the largest FIN provider
1o Kepal,” shared the DPM. indicati

The government has mobilised only
48,46 per cent of the capltal budget
sa far. With cnly 17 days remaining to
conclude the current FY, it has & bur-
den to spend Rs. 148.5 billion - the size
adjusted during the mid-term review of
the budget in February this year.

During the mid-term review of the
Tudget for the curren FY 2002/23, then
Finance Minister Bishnu Prazad Pau-
el lowered the bud et by 14 per cent o
R 154890 hillion.

The recurrent hudget was browght
down to Bs 10218 billion (8487 por
cent) from earlier Rs, 11882 hillion
and capital allocation of Rs. 380,49 bil-
lion was revised to be Rs 3148 hillion
which iz 82.51 per cent of the earlier
alloeation.

The capital expen diture was 29,78 per
cemt of the annual target Tast year and
45.18 per cent two yoars eardier.

However, total expenses  have
reached 63.56 per cont which Is higher
than the provious two years - 67,65 per
cent of in 2021722 and 6,07 per cent n
2000731,

Koshi CM...

However, even though the Karkigov
ernment has fallen, it is not clear what
the next government of Ecshi Prov-
ince willlook lile. Since the JSP-17 has
remained neutral for now, the opposi-
tion allinnce only has 46 PA members
with it. Bo, it has to get at least one
more member on its side to have a
majority in the assembly and be able
o forem a ew government.

The JSP-N has demanded that the
provines name ‘Koshi' be reconsidered
and has put it forward a condition to
abain its support for gmernment forma-
tem. The opposition is planning to bring
JSP-N an board, and also get back from
the Rastriyn Pmm i Paﬂv and sask
o th

“A pmoe:shasa'nded today, Mow, the
appodition parties will take the initia.
tive ta form a new goverronent.” said
Indra Bahadur Angbo, leader of thy
Maoist's parliamentiry party in the PA.
Hir silzo exproseed his confidmes that
Provinee Chief Parshuram Khaping
would invite the parties 1o submit claims
for the provincial government in line
with Article 168(2) of the Constitution of
Nepsl “The Wbﬂll} of forming a ma-

international fight in
Polthara International Alrport last
week, he sald, “We Tave duly smpha-
sized the need to air connectivity
between the Kathmandu and different
citles In China, apart from Befing,
Chenpdu and Guangrhon We are con-
fident that there would be regular com-
mercial flights between Pokhara and
Chengin.”

Recalling that the Nepal and China
‘had focused on trans-Himalayan mul-
tifaceted connectivity under the Belt
and Road [nitlatives (BRI, Shrestha
asserted,” We have focused on rall-
ways, highways, aleways, transmissian
lines, ports and afl ather types of com-
mumication networks between the two
countries.

Oma different note. the DM said that
both countries had deep faithin the five
principles of peaceful co-existence
and principles of non-interference in
each ather’s internal matters, he said,

“Our two eountries respect each other
sovereignty, tcrmm'ml mtegrity and

nationalinds

towards the immense potential for two
countries to deepen its cooperation in
trade and

o enh d Level of con-

in Nepal for generating hy
electricity and import it by ereating
proper infrastructures lile cross-hor-
der transmission lines. ™

According to him, Mepal-China
relations were not only linked hy com-
mon mountalng and rivers but also by

He reaffirmed Megal's commitment
towards China's One-China pelicy and
maintained that Nepal had been exer-
riging the policy ol' not nl]omng its seil

nectivity hetween the two 1t
he urged the Chiness side to consider
aperation of eommercial flights to
Pokhara and Bhaivahawa.

Expressing  hls happiness over
Skehuan Alrlines conducting malden

tobe used

Tawards the e'nd of his speech, L)I‘M
Shrestha reaffirmed Bepal's willing-
neza to eooperate with China for a
cammen prosperity and better shared
futire.

of two
or mote parties fst il alive,” he said.

Tt UML haes stated that there ls no
possibiliey of forming a majority gov-
ernment and has catled on the Provines
Chief t appoint the leader of the Lirg-
est party in the P4 &s the chief minister.
Immediately after his unsuceessful con-
fidence vote, Chief Minister Karki, with
other UML leaders, met Province Chied
Khapung and requested him to form a
provineial government as per Clanse 3
of Article e of the constiution,

That clause states, “In cases where
ihe Chicf Minister cannot be appolited
under danse (2) no later than 20 days
after the date of declaration of the final
resulis of the election to the Provie
cial Assembly or the Chief Minister so
appointed fails o secure & vote of confi-
denee, the Provinee Chief shall appoint
as fhe Chie Minister the parliamentary
party leader of the party which has the
Tighest mumber of seats in the Provin
cial Assetnhly”

UML argues that the opposition
coatition cannot nclnde the Speaker
of the PA as a “seat holder’ to present
their claim for & magerity government
in the province, "We have told the
Provinee Chief that it is not possible
to melnde the Speaker in the calow
lations for povernment formation,”
Rewati Raman Bhandari, UML's chief
whip, told The Rising Nepal, adding
that Chief Khapung did not present
any responses to the party’s reqrests,




